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COMI'I.r.Ti: THE STATE OHGAXl'/.A-
TIOX.

All that the Lynchburg News has to

¦ny about the anomalous position of a

Democracy witliout a platform ls en-

tlrely Eound, polnted and wlse. It is

absurd that the Democratlc party ln
this State should be wlthuut a means

to deflne Its prlndlpjes. it la absurd
that the maklng and settlement of
jgsuea for a State should be left to the

personal preferences of two or three

self-appolnted candidates. H is a

patent anomaly that many thousahda
of Intelllgent and thinklng voters mustj
accepl their creeds cut and drled from

these volunteers, wlth no opporturitty
whatever to make their own volcea
heard.

Her,-- in Virginia, bllnd or indtfferent
to the experlencos of other States which
have threshed over preclsely the same

grouud, we aeem to have cotjcelved that
tho one duty of a party was to nornl-
r,ii'-. We awept away the conventlon,
Installed a loose nnd Imperfect prl-
mary aystem, and appeared to think
that our day'a work was done. For thi
other dutles dlschurged by the old con¬

ventlon, for the strategics, the helpful
opportunity for conference, for the
declaratlon of prlnclplea nnd the for-
nulatlon of lasucs, we have made 110

provlsion whatever. Now a State cam-

paign is at hatid, and the delkieney, as

was inevltable, has become glarlng. The
views of Judge Mann and Mr. Tuckcr
upon at lc.ist 0110 Important Issue aro

et varlanco: if olther meets the \iews
of tho majorlty of Democratlc voters,
the fact may be descrlbed as a plece
of good fortune; and If nelther are

gonerally eatlsfactory, it has bccoine
plaln that tho wlshes of the majorlty
of voters Is of :ess authorlty than the

preferences of the two candidates.
The Berlousness of thla lack of a

party-made platform varlea dlrectly
with tbe Importance of the Isaui s con-

Irontinj the voters. Campaigns in
which the Issues are sharper than they
now proralso to be in thls one can

hardly bc far away. By al| means let
the fctate Democratlc Commlttee, at its!
toniitig sesslon, mcet tnc prosent un- ]
satisfactory situation by stipplying the t

obvious need. Other ritates have i
shown that there are varlous ways In 1

which thls may l,c done, but there Is t
no reason to doubt that the old dele-js
gated conventlon, shorn of its nomlnat- r

Jng power. can do the necessary work t

at leatt as accepfably as any other
arrangement. To have nothing to rc-1
place the now dl£continued btato con-
ventlon is to leave the party orguni-1
zatijn wlth no means to perform a
% helpi I and Important part of Its '

THE HOL'SEWIFE'S IMIMtL-l IN
THE MJW TAJUFF BILL,

If the women of the country .;.

to gtt out after Mr. Hercno K. Payne
that vcnerable statesman will tind out:
that the strongest force ln Ami
ls not, after all, eitht-r standpattlsm
or Joseph G. Cannon, of Illinois. .>oiiie-j
th'.ng of this kind is not unlikely to;
happen. No paragraph.s ln the new
tariff bill are being attacked more]
persistently and savagely than thosel
dcaling with gloves, stocklngs and
linen goods. The press is frankly
sccking to "educatc" and t-nllst the
Interest of the women In a war to the
knifo on thi se :.< dules. 11 it guo-

should
the rig

gloVC: IVll

which tllC

hemstltche
c-ents wlll
BtiKhed .1

Ings «ill
or a half

make them 11 effei tually 1.- trd,

thi" 1 si; of the ftJfii \m> iv hhi-
MlfeMON <.«>\ 111 VVtL'VI.

For the flrat tlme In our annah. a

t,, ii pra nd Un 01
the expci i-- ni 111 add s senulne lm-
UuUo lo thu exp: udiini niovemout lo-

wnrd compnct nnd concenlrnted forms
of clty govcrnmcut, wlth awlft nnd
dlrect responalblllty of offlclala to the
peOpIe, lt had been nrgued that fluch
a feature aa tha recall would work
only In smnll towns. But Eos Angeles
Is a <-lty of over 300,000 inhabltanls:
nnd ln addltlon lt contalns tho ma-

ohlnea of three strong partles, all con-

Stltullonally opposed to dlrect access

of the people to the office-holder. Vet,
wlth condlllons po upparontly unfa-
vorable, the inere slgnlug of a pctltlon
for a recall electlon proved enough to
foi'co Mnyor Ilarpor's roslgnatlon. He
ivas stispoctcrl of grnft and corruptlon,
ind is cinoted as saylng that "they had
tho dope on rne." Lob Angeles thus
L'aflly rlds hcrsclf of an undeslred
tfayOr wlthout wultlng for tho cnd of
ils tertn, and is now free to chooso
tnother better lo her llklng.
That this was a notable vlndlcatlon

>f tlic recall plan can hardly bc galn-i
laid, Piirther tosts of this lnterestlng!
loyelty in American mttnlclpai gov-1
irnment will be watched wlth Interest.
^.Ikc most devlces for popularlzing
rovornmont, It has a slde whlch may
jfing unfortunate resulta. Tho easl-
teaa wlth whlch a recall electlon may
ie aecured lnvltes abuse. IJcmagogues
ir sonsatlonal newspapors might ralse
he hue and cry whenever thelr Indl-
idual preferences have not been trtet,
iiculating petltlons, forclng electlon?!
md retardlng tho administratlon of
rovernment tlll the thlng became a

lulsance. Where partlcs are closely
natched, the "outs"' may selze and ex-1
>lolt the recall as a handy pretcxt for

rlving thelr candldate another chanco.
fhese are po'a'slb'lfe evils of real magnl-
ude, but they are by no means neces-1
ar; vlls. Everythlng depends upon
ho temper and tone of the clectorate.
'ln recall can rlse no hlgher than lts
lottrce; it Ia not maglcally Immurie
'rom dlstortlon or abuse; it wlll bc
iseful or the contrary accordlng to
hc character of the community; but
hls flrst lmportant tcst of lt ls cer-

alnly of n sort to bc most hopeful
md encouraglng.
Commlsalon govcrnment, which givos

arge powers to a small body of men
ind makes thepi dlrectly and Imine-
llately answerable for thelr acts, wlll
le trlcd Increaalngly among American
dties ln the next decadc. lt is no

innacea for munlcipal Hls, nor does
lueh ;i nostrum oxlat anywhere. As
)r, Bllot sald i,n hls admlrablo address
icre the other night, the commlsslon
dea i.- yct in an experlmentai stagc,
lut it is at lcast a very promlslng ex-
lerlment. No means so promising has
ct been devised for escaplng, not so

nuch the occaslonal dlshoneaty of the
vard-oKcted Councll as lts proven
lllatorlness and InefHclehcy. Buslness
nethoda and buslness-llke promptness
i'c- the crying needa iu the average
ilty governmont, Concentratlon of
luthority ln a fi.-w capable lunids sup-
>Ilea theso qualitles; and if offlclals
mworthy of this greater trust can be
cacjily rpmoved, one of the cbief oi.-
ections urged agalnst the plan is ef-l
ectually auswered. Where abuse of
Jgh powers is tolcruted wc must
imply conclude that such maladmin-'j
stratlon is all that that particular com-
tunity deserves. There is no system.
3 rjuote Dr. Ellot agaln, that can

ttpply a people with a better govcrn-
ient than they urc honcstly resolved
j have.

EXECITIXG A WOMAN.
A very strong sentimental and cmo-

ional interest attaches to tho enforce-
lent uf the death peualty upon a,

.'oma:i. All our (dens o; woinan-

ood. all our mental and ethlcal a.-:so-

lationa wlth the wcaker sex. all our
onceptl ns of the place of a woman
n tiie 60dal body and in the home, are
ii eonfllct with the gi'hn demand of
he law t.:at one otathetn must meet
violent death XMEgber sins. This

sychological fact expliins the columns
f newspaper spaqe that have been re-

ently devoted to the executlon of a

aurderesa in the New York State
irison. If the crlminal had been a!
nan, a few lines announcing cxaction
if the flnal penalty would have fully
net all the "newa valuc". or the oc-
aslon; The crime wos wlthout un-
reual interest; both ,the crlmo and the'
irlminal were quite forgottcn In this
arl of the world at ieast. f?ut be-.
auao the unhappy creature was a wo-
nan, tho preaa is suddenly aflare wlth
lie longest and most clrcumstantlal
ilapatchea; the eye of a tyhole coun¬
ty Is flxed upen the gri.-.ly core-
nony; and hypterical proteata agalnst-
;he law'a course fly thick and fast
n tl e publlc printa and elsewhere,
All thia Is natural enough, if lt i:-.;

upt ratlonal. w« eaw it in the case
.1 Mi Rogers, whosc llfe was taken
''" '¦". stat< «>f Vermont. We saw it
ln the case of Mra. .Martha Place, tho
only other womati ever olectrocuted
ln New Vork, who waa put to death
ten yeara ago almosl to a d«y. Tho
scitement was rather less in this

latest case, but lt Ia unchanged iu
klnd. The arguments uaed agalnst
tha executlon of Mrs. Farmer by the
excited correspoudents uf newapapora,
where they are not directed agalnat
the death penalty Itself, naturaliy bore
pon tho troman't poaltlpn aa a moth'er,

'On account of her child alone
."¦' llfe ghould be gpared,

The fact that Mrs. Parmer ls a
Hhoujd aavb her, it

he iTiother-heart that -siic- muat
tho death-chalr learlng behlnd
infant. . . -. It Js clear thal
t concern i» Ln- the ohlld."
.d ap'd ^enerallaed, thene jrs,,-
mcan tha'i ihe law ol mother-
ranacendB all other lawa. and

Thua:
Mra,

Hlt ii:
child
(lota.

au lav. ycr, v.iituis to the New
lines, declaroa that Mr.-. Panner
i lotlm of .¦foik-d potentiftlttlea"
a red twiKt |n In-r bruin,"

lo'c ii'.t meet for deaf Whether
iurder< rt could olalm a Imllai

of .!-.'... e glvew a -i-. i.i,-,ii-.-
p ;..ii IpUUy to the pmottonal iu-

snnlty of tho allenlt-t nnd tlie unwrlt-
ten lawyor,
Tho law very properly decllnos to

draw any dlstlnctlon between a male
nnd a female offender. Because of hor
greater natural genllencss of dlspo-
sltlon, inllder passlons nnd strongor
nntlpathy to bloodshed and doeds of
horror, a woman who hllls ls llkely
to bo n moro porverted and Immoral
humnn belng than a man who kllls, and
Is so aetually more unflt to UVo. Thls
woman's crlme was wlthout a glenni
to rollcve Its utter baseness and

brutallty und wlth no slmdlng to siig-

gest thc dcslrabllity of temperlng Jus-
tlcc with mercy. She took an axe nnd
butchercd a woman frlend and guest
In her house, ln order to steal thls
frlend'a land. Tho act was on« of
unmltlgnted badness. Indeed, lt Is a

singular fact about women slnyers thft
they so often show a total absencs of
nll plty, horror or rcmorse; and there waa
no peg hero upon whlch tlie sentlmcn-
tallst could hang an argument. If thls
woman's life should have been spared,
so should tho life of every murdercr,
That ls the necessary concluslon; and
It is proper to add thero is a growlng
number of pcrsons who accept that
concluslon unreservedly. It is n plain
fact thut the trend of modern thought
is turning more and moro agalnst the
enforcement of the death penalty ln
any case. Uncertuinty as to the moral
right of society to take life is gainlng
headway, and the natural sympathy
aroused by the legal kllllng of a wo¬
man never fails to ntigment and
strengthen it.

President Eliot ls ono man who
doesn't like football, yet whom not
e-ven tbe Oreat Hunter would regard
as a mollycoddlc.'
Wc gather from an esteemed Bnltl-

morc exchange that Mr. Taft will keep
a cow. What Mrs. Taft la much more
interested in, liowevcr, Is whether or
not she can keep a cook.

Hon. Sereno Payne is about as pop-1
ulnr with thn ladies just now as a

young bulldog is wlth a Wagner club
of overbearlng tomcats.

Flrst call for Aprll l'ool candy.

The presence of a cow at the White
House will be halled as an auspicioiis
thlng lti Washington. Congressmen
who formerly saw stars when they
called at thc Whlto House will be
dcllghted at tho prospect of wundcr-
ing serenely along tho mllky way.

What lf tea is tuxed? Toast aml
cats aro stlll free, aren't they? Well!

Some of those who have always re-
garded Protectlon as a robber ure now
thinklng of forming a partnershlp Wlth
the old follow for the transactlon of a
general hurglary buslness.

The dispatches tell us that an in-
sane man trlcd to do up Mr. Roose¬
velt. With the prlce of cable conversa-
tlon where it ls, what was thc seuse of
l)Uttlng iu that superfluous adjcctlvc?

The Zeppelln alrshlp went up 6,000'
t'c-ct the other day. It is understood
that from this altltude the occupants
of tho vessel were able to get a pretty
fair vlew oi tho cost of llvlng.
Admlral Evans thlnks that thc Pa-1

cific coast needs twenty battleshlp.-*..
and wc haVe small doubt that she will
get them some day. In fact the more
we think of it, thc more we are con*.
vlnced that one of the grandest pos-
Besslons thc United States has not got
ls twelve or flftecn more good coasts.,

We trust the weather man is enough
of a dramatist to provlde March wlth
an effective cxit.

What Oklahoma needs ls moro cigar
store Indlans, and fc-wer of the Crazy
Snake klnd.

Readers wi,o want somcthing sharp
and stimulating to do are Invlted to
find out the point of the tln-tax.

Mr. C. Snake. allas Chitti Harjo. Tom
Wilson and Wilson ,ones, can do a
war dance, but our investigators tell
us that he has no knowledge whatever
of the Boston.

A Washington (D. C. 1 man fell forty
feet and it didn't klll hlm. Doubt
not, he ls a lobbylsi.
Wbat Is thc Matter Wlth Old Rlcbroond

Town?
What on earth's the matter wlth good old

Rlehmond town,
That former plous clty? Is she golng up

Or down?
First liere comes Dr. Taylor in sclentiflc

snapo
To prove her citlzenry descended from an

ape.
Pcarco hud hls notc-j lecture ccascd notlce

to command
When hure coiue.i on a preacber, who falrly

beatq tbe band;
ln fact. lo use thc languago of puglllBtic

bout,
In one terrific unslaught he "knb'cks the

doctor out";
He beats all other preachers wbou'er "came

down tbe plke."
Says theri'l* no liarm in danclng, catd-

playkig and the llke.
I cannot speak for others, und yet it seems

tu me,
The devll and tho preacber ln all these

things agroe,
l'ci 1 nm very certaln our brother will uot

flnd
That any real nreaclier was ovei of hls

mlnd,
For novur In my real ing of Uves of holy

Have ever come across one who by hls
word or pen

I'vor Hato « thlng in favor of cards or
mortals danclng

Whlle nn the way tu heaven, but said they
were advanolng

ln thc opposlie direction, and evcil to thls
day

I still bellevo rellglon never had a danclng
way.

As bow the art is foilowed, appoalius to
tho sensef

Aml leading glddy mortals to evll conse-
quencee.

Whlle as tu Other pustimes, eard-playlug
and the sliow,

Muthlnks' that any Christlan has fallen
pretty low

Who spends hls lelsure hours mgiosned ln
roollsh play,

T:i-.i II lt sutislieb him, why all 1 have to say,
He's omteni v.lth inlghty littlo lu an tntc!-

lectual way.
THe world th'ti lles around us ia bad enough,

Qpd knows,
In iplto ot ull tlie warnlngs of pains aud

future woes,
Aml Ufe la far tuu preclous und tlme of

(... much wortli
To Imvo its houra ivaated iu fooiish idio

Illll tl!.
Bul am in -i preachor, and perhapa I

... mo! tell
paih that i. ui.i io heavon or the road
tli .i ii adj tb hell,

Bat there la oil« i»ilng I du know, a boy ln
hls li-. us

ial glven to caid-pluylng lsn't "worth
¦i hm oi beans,';

And ii young iuls-i mad on danclng, "you
may '-n yeur Ufe,"

No man of aonao wl|l want ber when loolcln,-
for .1 wlfe.

r.uu-liulliig, n-t mo tell you, If Dat-wln'b ln
the rlglit,

"\\:.,- go on .mli . mr diincing, card-playlii-;,
.l-.y und nlgllt,

And ns i" danclng pissolier, whuiever others
iblnlf,

Ilo lirwves «p !*voluttQn, foi' ha'-j the
|"MiMtim* i-iuU."

I VUVAL l'OHTEIt.

Borrowed Jingles,
LUVE8 BV A FK8SIMI8T.

[On tho nlght of March 31, runnlng Into
the early mornlng of Aprll 1. thoro wlll bo
a blg dlnner of tho Optimlat Cluh of Amer-
lca at tho Waldorf-Aatorla. The members
wunt Aprll Fool'a Day rcchrlstencd OptlmlatDay..Nown.J
A fool thore was, wlth a cheerful alr,

Even nn you and I;For the Flrat 0f Aprll ho dldn't care,
_ i Wvcn an you and I;tach day wlth Folly he kept hla tryat:Draamed happy condltlons that don't oxlat,And chrlatened hlmnclf nn OptlmUt.

Even aa you and I. ,

A fool there wsb, with a gentlo emlle,
Even an you and IjAnd tha First of Aprll sttrred his blle,
Even an you and I;All eln and shamo through a rosy mlst

He aaw, nnd hla tongue tuid a merry twtst;
Ho had chrlatened hlmself an Optlmlat,

Evon aa you and I.
One day for foola dldn't help him thrlve,

Even aa you and I;Ita neodod threa hundred and slxty-flve,
Even aa you and 1;

All Foola' t)ay alwaya was golns astray;
Ho felt aa If lio haa lost hlB way,
And he wantod It changed to "Optltnlst

Day,"
Even aa you and I!
.J. A., In Brookljn Eagle.

.....a
MERELY JOlilKG.

A Blt of Luck.
"Loet all my fleaa," remarked the nrst

dog.
"How'e that?" lnqulrcd cnnlna numbor

two.
"A troiipc of porformlng fleas camo along

and they followad It. All got stago-
Btruck.".Plttsburg Post.
An Endleaa Study.

"There'B only go much g'ography," rc-
marks a achoolboy, "but hlstory Is belng
made all the tlme.".Waablngtun Herald.
A Spcll.

Tlie offico boy looked at the typewrltor
glrl. She was qnlto palc.

"Wbat'a th' mattcr?" ho nsked.
"1've.I've Just had a bad spcll," she

answered,
"You ought to go to nlght school for

that," sald the horrid boy,.Clevotand Plain
Deulor.
The Prudent I"rophet.

Danlel emergc.i from the llon'a den.
"He aotually talka and itocsn't aavc hla

worda to tell for publlcatlon," they orled.
Thla tluy conaidereu the tcal mlraclo..

New York Sun.
Oravlng Kxoltement.
"Why dld you rcvolt agalnat the govern-

rnctit?"
Tha Cuban shrugged hla shoulders.
"What would you?" hc replled, "There

v.-as no cockilght scheduled for the day.".
Phllalelphla Ledgcr.
A Stumper.

Earnest Female: "Professor, 1 hear you
are a grcM ornlthologlst."

Profeasor: "I am an ornlthologlst,
wadam."

Earnest Fcmalc: "Then could you klndly
tell mc the botanlcal uamc for a "liale?".jBoatoii Transcrlpt.
- »

PKRTLNENT POINTM.

ArEACHER of phyalcal culturo saya the
European peaaant women aie blesaed
wlth health and strongth because of

the cxcrclso they get In earrylng heavy
baajteta on their heade. How strong our
fashlonablo women ought to gcl thls sprlngl
.New Vork Herald.

What a small change In condltlona would
make most people happy!, Think now
glad "Uncle Joe" Cannon would bo If tbe
halr under his chln gr«--.v nn top of his
headl.Chlcago Record Herald,

.lolm W'ealey Qalflei got such a cold at
the Inaugural cerathoqlca that ho lan't ablc
to talk. Aiul yot tliey talk of cliaiiglug the
date..Detrolt Free I'rcs".

As the salary of tlie President of the
United State» has been Increased. the pleaa-
Ing news is Imparted lo the geneious uation
which gave tho Increaac that ho can now
afford to kecp a cbw..Baltlinyte Arnerlcan.
Now that Alexander is to bc ereated

Crown I'lincc of s'ervla, whether he likes
lt or uot, let ua hopc he wlll not conalder
It neiessary to palnt tlie Balkans eilmson
becausc of it..Wushhigton Herald.

A Ohlcago man was Hnel $10 for kl.st.lng
hls landlady. It would have been elieapcr
to pay his board blll..Toledo Blade.

PEBbONAL AND GENERAL.
South Dakota ls congratulating heraelf

on the greatest ROld year ln her hlstory,
The report of tho State mlno Inspector,
rtled wlth the Governor, sbows the Statc'e
gold productlon for tho last year to have
been $7,460,000.
The nianufacture of pcnclls In Japan la

but in Its Infancy, the Tokyo fattory em-
ploylng leas than 10') workmen and produc-
ing only from 5.000 to 6.000 groas of pen-
cllg monthly, at 11. K0 cents, 50 cents and
:'o conta per groas.

Consul H, D, VanSant, under dat« of
March 6, wrlteo that the Ico harvest at
KinKoton, Can., is bettcr than for some

years past. The Ice cut la from twelva to
fourteen lnches thick uni clear and solld,
entlrely free from snow lce.

Spurred on by the "Invaaion" talk, an
aiionyrnous Brltlsh patrlot has sent a check
for {50,000 to Lord Esher to asslst In
equlpplng and recrultlng the 11,000 volun¬
teers needed to complete the London quota
of the terrttorlal army.

Central IlllnolB possesses the oldest un-
marrlecl woman ln the United Statcs. She

Allss Carrle Milhouse, of Kendall county,
who wlll be 105 yoars of age May 1 noxt,
She was born In Norway, and while In her
natlve land was about to be led to the al-
tar, but changed her mlnd at the last nio-
ment and has remalned slngle Bince. SruJ
was turned as a beauty in Norway and tra-
ditlon recounts her attrnctlve features-when
a young woman,

Mlas Sorahji Is sald to be tho only woman
lawycr In lndia. Hln; ts said to make a
comfortable Incomo by pruellolng her pro-
fes-slun and lo cneourago other women to
follow her example, Iler most Intlmate
frlend ls Mrs. Sarojlnl Naldu, the wlfe of
an Bngllsh medlcal offlcer statloned In ln¬
dia. Mrn. Naldu Is a natlve Hlndu and a
poet. One of her books, "The OolUen
Thresliold." wns well recelved ln England
both by the rovlewers and the buying pub-
llc,

CRAZY SXAKirS GIUEVAXCE.

Hc Scems to Be the Vletlm of bnbbyist i

uud SeutlineutallstN.
Crazy Snake and his band of indians

seem to be tho vlctims of lobbyists und
aentlmentalists. V^m.-ivlllzed, unable to
undorstand tho white man, and uh-

wllllng to accept tlio whlte man's law.s,
tho old chief ond his poople were ready
to llsten to those who told them tliat
the Indlans ought to be allowed to rto
back to their anclent trlbal rlghta and
cuatoma. The Snaltes dld not llke to
see the reservatlon cut up into 160-
acre farms. They objected to betng
put on n prlvate property baais. Thay
were told that lf they made dgltatlon
enough Congreas would revoke the
present laws and abolish the Hulian
offlce. They believed it.
The rosult Is hloodshed. Tho Bnakea

are still prlmlt)ve ludluns, and lf thoy
llght, ln their present socuro positio-.i.
ns their anceatora, fought, most of the
hostlles will be v.iped out before thay
yleld to the Oklahoma authorltlea.

Professlonal lobbylsta have been per-
inUted to make u cat's-paw of the In-
<tlan ever slnce the governmont un-
dertouk to proaervo for him a portlon
of his anclent htnds. Prevonted fr-nn
securlng tlie Indhm's hind by forco,
through tho Interventlon of the gov-
erntnout, inany of the' wliltos ln Uio
frontler States have ut'tempted to get
II by ateallug, oltUer by taklng ad-
vantago of tho laws or by using the
Igporunl red man hluiMelf as a tool.
Tlieaa unscrupuluUH persons have baon
unwlttlngly u|tled by the sentlment tl-
lata. They nre the fooilsh oiios wno
would stili wlsh to uee> the Indlans kont
iu wiu- pulni and Cej£ther«i llke a olr-
i-us porformer.
But the red luaii has got to reull^o

that what waa oncq his country la now
tho whlte man'a country. und the whlte
man'-¦ lawa are hln Inws ulso. lle has
hla rlghta. und t|m guvernineiit-recux-
ci/.i's thotii. lle neede no lobbylHts rtor
Noclelloa of sentlunMitnlists bohllld
1,1m to «ee that he i;ets Ihoni from 'lio
guvornmont. iu Hiuorul, ho ls Iu gro'it-
ei iif.-il of uratnetlon fruin his su-ciillcd
(rlcuilB.- Washlikton.Poe'l.

rotofitloil frutii
t.slilikton.PoBt.

The Courts of Europe
By La Marquige de Fontenoy.

Some spnndiil nnd n H'10,000,000 SnH.
AFTL'It a trlal which has been ln

progress at Wleabnden for ovor
slx montlia, and ln whlch a for-
tune of aomo *3",O00,O00 waa u.t

atake, Count Georgc Morenberg, mor-
ganatlc son of tho late Princo Nlcho-
Itts of Naaaau, has had Hnal Judgment
pronounced agalnst him by tho Ger-
man courta, and has been condemncd
to pay all -the enormous coBts of thia
cauae cclcbre. Tho defendant waa the
flfteen-ycar-old Crown Princess of
Luxemburg, representod by her mdther,
tho Grand Euchoss-Uegont of Luxcm-
burg, who waa supported by the relgn-
Ing Grand Duchess of Baden, only
slster of tho morlbund and paretlo
Grand Duke of Euxemburg, and by
other agnates of the house of Naaaau,.
lirst and foremost, Duke Alexandor uf
Oldenburg. as son of the late Princeas
Theresa of Nassou.
Count Georgo of Merenberg, who

through hls mother Is a grandBotv of
Russta'fl most famoiia poet, .Pitshkln,
and who Is marrlod to tlie.eider of the
two lllogltlmate daughtera. of Emperor
Alexandor II. of Itusala, and of I'rln-
cess Yourleffska (neo Dolgoroukl),
commcnced by puttlng forward proten-
slons to bo recognlzed as CroWn Princo
of Luxemburg, and ns regent of tho
grand duchy durlng the malady of the
now dylnK grand duke, on the plea
that the rights of tho prlncessea nf
the house of Nassau to the throne of
I.uxemburg did not come Into forco as

long aa there were any Prlncos of
Nassau in exlatence. and that, there-
I'ore, hls rights to the crown were su-

pertor to thoso of tlxj grand duke's
daughtera.

Roth the national leglslature and
the tribunals of Luxemburg denled
Count Merenberg'a claima on tho
ground that the marriago of hls pa-
rentB was of an nltogether tr.organatlc
character, and proclalmed the oldest
daughter of the grand duke as helr
apparent to the throne, as crown prin¬
cess of the grand duchy and ass heredl-
tary Princess of Nassau.
Defcated in I.uxemburg, Count Me¬

renberg, as a German, thcreupon up-
pealcd to the German OOUrta, iTot for
tho throne of Luxemburg, but for the
control of the great $30,000,000 for-
tune of the house of Nassau, nearly
all of the property belng altuated ln
Germany. He was Induced to' Inati
tute the suit by certaln German radi*
i-al lawyers. who encouragcd' him 'n
the; belief that rnorganatlc marrlag<-s
contracted by prliices of the relgnlng
famtlies of Germany have the samo
value In the eyes of German law ns
ordlnary ntatrlmonlal ulllances. Of
course, had he been uble to establish
this and to secure thcreby the control
and eventual possesslon of the Nassau
property, he would have had grounds
forprcsi'iitlng anew his pretcnslons t<>
the throne of Luxemburg. But the
German courts have now d*cid,"l
agalnst luftn. They have declared that
the niorganatic murrlage of his pa-
rents was not of suoh a character as
to cntltle him to aucceed to any of
tho honora, tltles or rights which hla
fatlier may have possessed as a Princo
of Nassau and of Luxemburg, and they
have decreed that the fifteen-year-old
Crown Princeas of Nassau ls the law-
ful helress to tho groat property vest-
td In her fatlier, as chlef of the house
of Nass.au, as shc Is helress to liij
throne.

Very llttle sympathy Is felt for Count
Morenberg, in splte of the fact that
the costs of the c«je will almost rc-
duco him to beggary, unless hls ap-palllngly avariclous mothor-ln-law,
the multl-millionalrc Prtncesa Yoj-
rfeffaka, comea to his asblstarice. whlch
ls regarded as Improbable. For, m
order to pu*h hls cute. he did not re-
coli from aacrlftclhg the honor of his
own mother and from placlng upon
his eldt-st slster, Cobntelss Torby, the
niorganatic consort of Grand Duko
Michael of Russia, the stlgma of iiu--
gltimacy. Tho lnltlsted were pcrfect-
ly well aware that Countess Torby
was borti some tlme. beforo the unlon
of. her parents, eVen by a rnorganatlc
marrtage, out malntalncd a dlacreet
sllenco on the subject. When Count
Merenberg flrst cbmmeneed proccodlngs
hc wus warned by tho Luxemburg gov¬
crnmcut that in order to defend the
rights of the "Crown Prtncesa of Lux¬
emburg, It would be necessary to ralso
In court the subject of hls parents'
marnlage. Count Merenberg declared
that he was 1'ndlfferent to any consUI-
cratlons of this nature. The result
was that the scandal was made publlc,
for tho (irst tlme, and that the Al-
manacli de Gotha of 1908 printed on
page 5S an extraordinary foot-note, in
which the edltors charge the mother
of Coupt George Merenberg, that is
to say, the mothor-In-law of Grand
Duke Michael Mlchaelatovifch uf Ku.
Bia, wlth Imvlng Iled to them ln vy'rU-
Ing about the datc of her marrlage.
Tho edltors show that her morganacio
marrlage to the late Prlnce NiohOIas
of Nassau and of Luxemburg, tool:
place bn July 1, 186S. lnstead of on
.luly 1, IStJT, as printed ln all prevlous
edltions bf tho Almanach. The edlt¬
ors nlso state that her eldest daughter.
Sophle, now Countess Torby, was born
on June 1, 186S; that ls to say, a full
month before tho relations of her pa¬
rents were Iegalized by the rnorga¬
natlc marrlage contracted in London.

The stately and '-handsome Duchess
of Bucklngham nnd Chandos has for
the second tlme becomo a wldow,
through tho death of Lord Egerton,
of Tatton, who waa quite as useful
and an lnflnitely more ornamental peer
of the realm than her first husband,
the last Duke of Bucklngham. Lord
Egerton, who leaves a daughter by
hls flrst marrlage, and who ls succeed-
ed ln his barony by hls youngc-r
brothor, represented a younger branch
of that great house of Egerton of
whlch the Earl of Ellosmere Is tho
chlef, and was one of the most Im-
portant landowners of Cheshire. His
father, who used to go by tho nick-
name of "Lord Ramrod," owing to hls
statellness and Impressive mariner, was
raised to the peerage by Queen Vio-
toria in 1859, and hls son and sueces-
sor, Ju.H dead, was advanced to an
earldom by the Quecn on the occa-
slon of her golden jubilce.
As becume a sclon of the family of

that Egerton, Duke of Brldgewator.
who was the foundcr of the system of
Inlatid navlgation of Great Britain.
aiul the creator of the Brldgewator
t.'aual, Lord Egerton -was one of the
chiof promoters of the Manehester
ahip canal, and for many years presi¬
dent of tho company intrustud witli
lts management. His country seat,
Tatton Park, ls a tlne old place, of
the Grocian order of archltecture, sit-
tiated in a park of some 3,000 acres.in
extent; ln -which red deer roam at will,
whlle tho wlndows o£ the manslon
look out onto a large lake. Tatton
Park is on the outsklrts of the town
of Knutsford, the "Cranford" of Mrs.
Gapkell's well-knowu novol of that
name.

Llke his widow. tho Duchess of
Bucklngham and of Chandos, who has
wrltten books of travel and fairy
tales, the; late Lord Egerton was lit-
orary in his tustos, and ls on record us
tho aulhor ol' sovoral volumes of trav-
,1s iu tho Orlent. In fact, he was very
tond of the East, and hls country seat
at Tatton Park, and hls town house
In St, Jamee' Squnre. were fllled wlth
n.lt sortH of treasures bf Orlentnl and
Westem art, including a unlquo col-
leotlon of Imllun arins and armor and
nii oMiulsito llttle pnlntlng by Itubons,
portraylng a hand and an ompty purs'.-,
Whtoh he sent to tho Klng of Portugal
of hls ihiv ln order to servo as a gentlo
nnd Brtistic romlndcr of a long over-
due nccount.

Klng Leopold's sevonty-fdurth blrth-
duy fiiUn this vear on Good Frlduy,
and he Is clellghtod, slnco It furnishea
him wlth an oxcollent excuso for tho
c'ountormandlng of) all tho fostivittos
which* should take place by rights ln
li.luluin on the nnnlversary of tho
blrtli of the aoveroign, He Is now on-

oyjng himself in the South of Franco,
with the Baroness Vaugliu nnd hls two
llttle hovH. ostahlished ln a vllla in
tlio Imnitidlato nalghborhood of hls
own rostdoiu'o, nnd has no lncllnatl..n
whatooever to undortake tho long nnd
wearjaoine tiip back to Bt'uaaels,
niorcly ln ordor to attend at a lot of

tlrosomo offlclnl coremonics organlised
by a| number of peoplo who, for tho
most part, as ho woll kttows, wish hlm
dead.
Doopold'n blrthday has always boen

n source of annoyance to hlm, and
tlme and ngaln hns ho been held up
to oblo(|tty in tho Rolglan pross for
absentlng hlmeolf from the country
on thls partlculnr duy of all others
ln the year. On One memorablo occa¬
sion ho fnlled to notlfy elther hln fam¬
ily or hts minhitorn of hls Impendlng
departure, and when prlncea nnd
pi'liicosses, mliilHteis of state, the for¬
eign envoys, dclegatlons from the sen¬
ato nnd from the lower house of tho
leglslature, from tho army, tho munl-
clpallty, tho Judlclary and the leading
publlc organlzatlonn of the klngdoin
Hssemblod ln grand offlclal array at
the royal paluce at Brussels to present
to hlm their good wlshes, a grand mll¬
ltary rovlew having boen arranged for
tlie afternoon, no trace of Leopold
could bo found, nor was anything
heard of hlm untll a fortnlght later a
cnblnet crlsls led to hla bolng run to
earth, whllo tourlng In a remote part
of Swltzerland, ln the strlctest incog-
nltci and ln falr and frall company.
(Copyrlght, 1903, by, the Brentwood

Company.)

STATE PRESS
State Tax Commlsslon,
Wo long ago advocated the establlshlng

il a State tax board or cornmission, whose
.luly It should bo to brlng about the much
needed reforni3/ln our present systom of
taxatlon. Remedlal treatment Is In tbe
hands of tho voters of tho Htate, and tax
i-eform should-bo one of tho prluelpal Issuus
ln tho Ilpproaohlng Democratlc prlmarles.
If thc people will see to It that their candl-
lates for the Leglslaturc aro commltted to
such rcforms beforo nominatlons are mtt.lo
there will bo littlo trouble In getting tho
necessary im-asures speedlly paseed ln tho
.ieneral Assembly,.Staunton Dally Leader.

I'rotei tlon and 1'artli'S.
If Mr. Clark's speech means nnythlng It

mcaiiH that. Democrats are not opposcd to
i reasonable amount of protectlon to Amer*
:ean Industries, provided It ls incldental to
rovenuu raising. Wlth a full rctrcat lu
slght on the part of many Republlcans from
the protectlon for protectlon's sake policy.
ii.d fully an marked a rctrcat on thn part
*f many Democrats from freo trade. lt looks
is If thero muy be, In the near fuiure, »
-lew allgnmont ol the purtlcs ln the near
future. Thero ls littlo or 110 doubt that
thls would occur lf all eectionallsm could
,e iibollsho.l. but under present condltlona
it Is moro of a possibiiity tlinn a probabll-
Hy..fredertohutrurg Freo Dance.

Those llypotheticul Questions.
Thc Aiul-Saloon Leaguo was content to

leclaro for local optlon, temporarlly at
least, and had there been no questions, had
the league been taken at Its word, we thlnk
hat the State-wldo Issue would have been
lllmlnated from thls campaign. But hypo-
thetlcal quostlons wers put lo Ihe candl-
lates and Mr. Tucker was thc flrst lo roply.
Home of hls friends sald tliat he brought
ln the Ktate-wlde Ihsuc. Wo thlnk that
hat was a force-J construction, but so they
iald.
Then came tho reply of Judge Mann as

tuoted by the Landmark. It was an Invl-
tstlon, and was foilowed, quite loglcally.
iot to say tnevltably, by the Instructlon of
Fleld Socretary McAlllster. Ono thlng led
lo another. But dld lt not bcpln wlth tho
proddlng?.Newport Ncws Tlmes-Ilerald.

\n Important Issue.
Tho Dally progress conslders the questlon

j{ agriculture. the Introductlon of better
uethols of furming, as a far more Impor¬
tant one than local optlon or State-wlde
prohlbitlon. Tbe latter ls a tcmporary
iiuestlon. Tho other. the farming Indus¬
try, is (as the fc'erlptures say of thc poor)
ilways wlth us..Charlottcsvtll.; Dally Tro-
Sress.

tn Wet Roanoke,
Tbe declslon, wo bf-Ilevc, from txpresalons

if scores of Roanoke .Uir'.-n-, will ba*
little effect on buslness. Had the elty
jcen declared "dry" theie would have been
io little change ln beslnese. wc bellevo, aa
scarcely to be notlced by tha people. The
city ls la suoh' condltlon that a matter of
liquor or no liquor Would not tilt thc scale
In elther direction. Thero are some who
lo not belleve thls; they have a rlght to
their oplnlon.

Ilad the declslon been "dry" wc bcllev
hat much ot thc eyesoro condltlon of some
3( tho downtown sectlons would have been
relleved. Dlveg and holcf would have been
.Icared out.and probably somo far worse
lecret d'ves mlght -have resultod. But even
ivlih thc decislon "*et" there should be a

*plr!t of clean up for Ihose sectlons, Were
property owners reolly to thlnk on the slt-j
uatlon tli«y would want to brlng about
uetteiment and would want a rlddance of
these unseemly devlllsh hole-, for tho Im-|
proVenicnt of their own propertles. guch
work should bc taken up and Roanoke
should bc a clean clly morally.an examplo
to thu world.Just as well us a clean clty
materlally..Roanoke Evoning World.

WITH THI'* OPTiailSTS.
Xegro I'olltlonl Appolnttuenta ln south

und Oplnlon-, Tlic-rron.
"Thc day of mlracles" Is how tlie New

Vork Commercial, ln an edltorial cx-

tract, detlnes tiie ora when the South
uhall accept the hopeful und phlloso-
l/nlc vlew or Taft's attitude toward the
negro ln politics, and bo prepared to
meet lt halfway. Out* contemporary
may as well prepare 'o concedo that
"the day of mlracles" la at hand/
There are, of course. two sides to

thls, as to most other questions. The
more hopeless side is that represcnted
bv the VIcksburg (Mlss.) Herald, and
cftcd as tho basls for nilsgivlng by the
New Vork Commercial. And there are
some other Southern newspapers whlch,
unfortunately, take the same hopeless,
despalrlng vlew as the Herald. The
substance of the Herahl's argument ls
that because of "social and polltical"
conditlons. such concessions as thoso of
President Taft must forevcr be disre-
garded as "acudemle." Thc South mu«t
*;et ln the "walting hole" and stay there.
It niakes no clifference what anybody
does to meet it ln a friendly, helpful
splrit.
The Con.stitution is not of this pessi-

mistlc'oplnlon, nor do wo belleve that
Southern sentiment takes any such
hopeless vlew of the situatlon. We
would rather accept, a.s representative
of Southern oplnlon, the following edl¬
torial- expressions of Southern Demo¬
cratic netvspapers of every shade of
party alignment:
The veteran, Henry Wattersop, dls-

cussing Taft's attitude ln the Courier-
.lournal, says: "We do not recall that1
any of his predecessora dlscusscd tliei
South and tho negro wlth such fearleas
frankness and such catliollclty."
The Memphls Commercial-Appeal, ap-

proving tlie vlews, deelares: "The negro
leadera then can turn attention to
teachlng their own people industry and:
tlnift, . and in this thoy will
tlnd encouragement from tho white

people, which would bo denled them 1/
thoy peralated ln the folly of maklna
themaelven tml their pcnplo a pulttlcal
laaiie."
The Knoxvlllo Renllnel bollevea thai

we wlll now have "no iniire ohjectlnn-
abln negro appolnttnenta."
Tho rtlchmond Tlmes-Dlspotcli, cnn-

aervatlvo of consorvutlvr>«, bflllevei
"Kouthnrn whlte voters will gcnerally
br> satlailed" with the Prosldent'a attl"-
ttldr.
The Norfolk Vliglnlan-Pllot statca

that. "Mr, Taft'a rcferanco to the raco
prohlem cotitnlna nothlng lo dtaqUlal
or dlspleaao the Houth."
Tho Atigunta Chronlc.lo charactorlzeH

hlh .statements as "the cornmon seii*«
of tho altuatlnn."
The CharleHton Naws aiui Courier,vlolently ontl-Kooaevelt. pronouin-es

Taft's nttlturle aa "tlie fnlremt, olnun-
ent, boat und evldentlv itlOat alnrrro
Ktatement that 1ms ever been made ontho negro riuestlon by any Kopubllcanwho has lllled the ofllcc of President."
Tho Mobile Reglatcr nsserts that "tlieSouth wlll have no fault to flnd wlth.

the Presldent's references to the South¬
ern prohlem."
The Florldn, Timoa-L'nlon bellevea hlaadmlnlatrntlon wlll bencfH both rnce.-iIn the Houth.
The New Orleans Timos-Demoornthalls hls-pollcy as "tho wisest Hinl

most commendable yet propoaed by anvPresident of his party."Kor forty years we have been nsltlngthat the rullng party treat the prohlemof negro polltlcal appolntmenta In theSouth preclHOly as Mr. Taft, for the flrattlme In hlstory, now proposea to treatIt..Atlanta Constltutlon.

Maaon and Mlik-ll.
Edltor of The Tlmea-Dlspatch:Slr,.1 notice ln thla mornlng's papcr,page four, column three, a cllpplngdeallng wlth the Maaon and Slldeii
case, In which it la atattd that the ncu-
tral ateamer Trent was tho name of theveeael from which they were rcmoved.Now I dlstlnctly remember a aong on
tlie subjcct, and wlah to know which la
correct:

'Twaa out upon mld-occan the San Ja-
clnto hailed

An English neutral vessel whlle on her
courae she aailed;

Then aent her traltor Falrfax to board
her wlth her crow,

And benrd the Brltlah Llon wlth her
Vankee-doodlo-doo.

The Yankecs took their passcngers and
put them on her shlp.

And s,wore that baso sccesaion should
not glve them the sllp;

But old Bngland saya ahe'll havo them
lf Washington must fall,

So Llncoln and his negro crew must
certatnly feel amall.

Now, of all the Yankee notlona that
ever had their blrlh

The one of searchlng neutrals afforda
the greatest nilrlh

To the Southernera, buf the Yankecs
wlll ever hate the fame

Which gave to Wiikcrt and Falrfax
their never-dylng name.

Now whlle old England's cannon are
boomlng on the sra

Our General Johnson, Bcauregard, dear
Maryland wlll free;

And Jonnston ln Kcntucky will whip
the Yankees, too,

And drive them to the lively tunc of
Vankee-doodlc-doo.

O. J. DAVISON.
Company G. Thlrd Vlrglula ncglment,

L. D. T.
Rlchmond, March 23.

[The Trent was the steamer in which
Maaon and Slldell sallcd for Europe.
The Ban Jacinto mentioned ln the
\. -. w.,.- Captaln Wllkc-s's v..- .,

which atoppt-fl the Trent on the hig;i
seas and arrested the two ¦ ommlssloii-
eis..Edltor of The Tlm^t -1 U.-patch.)

PAYI.VG POI.I, TAXES.

Mtuntlou In YlrKlnln ns AVnahingtnu
f'oiitcmpornry Sicc» It.

The Virginia Court of Appeals ha-"
Interpretod tltat clauae of the State
Constltutlon which provides that pOII
taxes shall be peraonally pald by the
inteiidliig voter to mcan that the pay-
ment may he made by check. draft,
money order or messenger, thua over-
i ullng tho plea that payment could bc
made only by the bodily appearance of
the voter beforo the County Treas-
urer. ThiB plea was offered ln u cas-=
bi ought ln Norfolk. where the poll
taxes havo been notorlously paid by
other persons than tho voter. Thls
corrupt practlce appears llkoly tu
contlnue under the deelslon of tho
higher court, unleas IcglMatlon can ho
had more carcfully dellntng ihe duties
of County Treasurers wlth respect tu
tlie receptlon of poll taxes. Yet It ia
io. roflectlon upon the justlee of the
deci.--.lon to say thls. The Court of AP-
peals had, In fact, lo make a cholce
0* cvlls. To liave Interpretod personnl
payment to mean. that the vcter mu.it
make bodily appearance before the
treaaurfer In order to pay his poll tax
would have subjecled many voters to
an unnecessary Inconvenlence, and per-
haps have deprived many of the rlght
to vote, tor no suftlcient reason. It
scenis reasonable to rule, as the court
did, that any mode of payment which
reduces the estate or the means of tho
voter la an actual pereonal payment.
On the other hand, the evll which

the constitutlonal provlslon sought to
remedy, namely, the payment of the
poll tax by other peraons than the
voter, for Improper purposes, may con-
ttnue to flourlsh under the court's de-
cision. Thi.-. was an Inescapable result,
and the only questlon worthy of con-
slderation is whether the coUrt made
a defensible choico of cvils. Wa, aro
inclined to think that it did. /Tho
remedy of the people of Virginia for
the corruption which has grown up
about the poll tax system lies else-
v, here than In strained judlcial con-
structlon of the, Constltutlon. Tho
court has placed what any falr-mind-
ed person would consldor a reasonablo
construction upon the lang-uage of tho
Constltutlon, and one that has tho
sanctlon of otlier judlcial declsions. If
the Constltutlon ls at fault, lt may
be changedor the provlslon slrlcken
out. Besides, a more vlgilant en-
forcement of tho law tlxing: the duties
of the County Treasurer with respect
to tlie return of a 11-st of voters who
have personally pald their poll taxes
would probably check the evll com-
plained of. In moat cases he knows, or
could easlly inform hlmself, whether
the tax ls being pald by the votor or

by some one else. At any rate, a llttlo
more glnger ln the law would inalte
lt uncomfortable for any County
Treasurer to Ignoro the source of pay¬
ment..Washlngton Herald.
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The Merchants National Bank,
of Richmond, Virginia.

The man that has the chance to take his family and
enjoy a vacation is the one who has accumulated a bank
account during the year by depositing at our bank a

portion of his weekly or monthly earnings.
If you do not feel the need of drawing out a portion of

your account for a pleasure trip, so mueh the better. It
is drawing intere3t every minute. Start now.

3,-r/ INTEREST ALLOWED ON SAV1NGS
V/Q DEPOS1TS.COMPOUNDEP.

"Safest tjor Savings"
! i


